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Leadership experts and motivational speakers often espouse the 
virtue of setting goals. They need to be lofty enough that it will take 
drive, determination, and effort to achieve otherwise they are nothing 
more than boxes to check on a to-do list. They also need to be       
achievable lest they become some pie-in-the-sky fairy tale that no 
amount of effort could ever hope to achieve.   

 Every month I set a goal of having my newsletter article done and 
sent to David well before the first of the month.  (For those of you 
keeping score at home, I’m currently sitting at 1 out of 13). Back in 
December, we had a goal of opening the newly-remodeled Infant 
Room by February 1st. Unlike my not getting the newsletter article 
done on time, the remodel was delayed by several circumstances        
beyond our control.  Prayerfully, by the time you’re reading this, the 
State Fire Marshall and KDHE will have signed off on the rooms and 
we can begin enrolling infants in our ECC.   

 While Proverbs does give us some guidance on planning for the   
future, scripture doesn’t put much (if any) emphasis on setting goals.  
What it does make clear is that any plans or goals we might make need 
to be in line with God’s will.  I’m not discouraging anyone from     
setting goals for the future.  In fact, I find it to be a helpful exercise in 
prioritizing things in life.  But an even more helpful exercise is to say 
the Lord’s Prayer.  The third petition “Thy will be done” is a great     
reminder of why we’re here in the first place.  

 I’m not going to make Doris or David any promises about getting 
my newsletter article done on time next month (not that they would 
believe me anyway). But I would encourage us all to seek God’s will 
in whatever we plan to do in the future. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
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Women’s Bible Study meets on the 1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month at 7:00 p.m. at 
Bethany. Current study is “All Things New, A Study on 2 Corinthians” from The Living 
Room Series by Kelly Minter. See Jenny Colby or Doris Cannon for more information. 
Come and join us and bring a friend or two.  

Seniors’ Activities: Breakfast: Meets on the 3rd Wednesday at 9:00am at Country Café, 
2804 S. Seneca. Walking and Talking group: Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays: 1:00-
2:00pm, in the Activity Center. Temporarily walking in the sanctuary while Activity Center 
is being used for ECC.  

Pastoral Visits and Contact: Pastor Nick Cordt is delighted to visit: to get acquainted, have devotion 
and prayer, and talk and pray over matters of concern in life. Please, feel free to contact the church office 
between 9:00am and 5:00pm, Monday through Friday, to arrange a day and time to do so. If Pastor is not 
available at the time you call, leave a message with the office secretary, David Funke, or send an email to 
pastornick@bethanylutheranwichita.org 



                  May             June 

            5: Mary Morton         2: Mike & Judy Parmenter      
         12: Steve Nienke         9: Steve & Vicki Pasewark 
        19: Roger & Sherri Obermueller  16: Gary & Linda Puls 
         26: Robert & Barb Ohmie    23: Steve Reiling 
                     30: Amy Salazar 

Head Usher – Alan Keimig 

     May         June 
 Bruce Kester     David Funke 
 Doug Meyer     Roger Obermueller 
 Larry Moore     Eric Schieber 

                  May               June 
   5: Mike Parmenter / Robert Ohmie     2:  Robert Bolin / Jim Merrick 
 12: Robert Bolin / Jim Merrick       9:  Richard Vinroe / Mark Welty 
 19: Richard Vinroe / Mark Welty      16: Mike Parmenter / Robert Ohmie  
  26: Mike Parmenter / Robert Ohmie    23: Robert Bolin / Jim Merrick 
               30: Richard Vinroe / Mark Welty 

You are the first point of contact for our guests! Welcome them by smiling. If this is their first visit to our church, thank 
them for joining us in worship. Alert one of our ushers that they are first time visitors so that any questions regarding 
our service can be answered. If you cannot be greeter on the Sunday you have, please talk to Doris Cannon and she will 
contact someone else. If you would prefer not to be a greeter, please tell Doris .  

There is a lot of behind the scenes work that is done for our worship services, Bible Studies, Children’s 
and Youth Ministries, greeters, ushers, altar guild, music ministry, and so many more ministries that we 
need help with. Most of these do not take much time out of our busy schedules to be part of. Is God 
calling you to be part of something but you don’t know where to start? Be an usher! Prepare the 
communion! These are very important jobs that only require a little bit of you. Please contact an elder 
listed in this newsletter to see where YOU can be of service to God’s kingdom. 

Greeters 
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If you cannot be usher on the 
Sunday/month you have been 
assigned, please talk to Alan 
Keimig. If you would prefer not 
to be an usher, please tell Doris 
Cannon. Or if you would like to 
be an usher and you’re not on 
the list, contact Doris. 

Children’s Sunday School Teaching Schedule 
 

Opening in the back of the Sanctuary / Lesson and Activity time  
 following in the Youth room in the basement 

May 5   No Sunday School       June 2  Jeanetta Bolin,  Helper-Julie O’Brien 
May 12 Julie O’Brien, Helper-Jeanetta Bolin June 9  Julie O’Brien, Helper-Deb Welty  
May 19 Tonya Cordt, Helper-Deb Welty   June 16 Tonya Cordt, Helper-Jeanetta Bolin 
May 26   Deb Welty, Helper-Tonya Cordt   June 23 Deb Welty, Helper-Tonya Cordt 
                June 30 Jeanetta Bolin, Helper-Julie O’Brien 

Altar Guild 
                                    Fill                                                     Cleanup 
May 5 & June 2   Margaret Baldridge & Marcia Hampton Vicki Pasewark 
May 12 & June 9      Doris Cannon          Toni Bolin 
May 19 & June 16 Amy Salazar          Julie O’Brien 
May 26 & June 23 Laurie Carrell          Rhonda Dehncke & Vivian Mailly 
June 30     Robert Ohmie          Melanie Schreffler & Fern Neumiller
    
Anyone who would like to help with Altar Guild, please contact Doris Cannon.  
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Sunday Mornings 
Service  9:00 AM  

Fellowship Time 10:00 to 10:30 AM  
Sunday School/Bible Study 10:30-11:30 AM 

 
PRAYER CENTER - Robert Bolin leads a study on how the LCMS’ understanding of the Holy Spirit 
differs from other Christian groups, and on which biblical passages it is based. Join the class in the Library. 

MEET & EAT ROOM– Mark Dehncke leads a study. They are reviewing Luther’s Small Catechism. If 
you need to refresh your grasp of what Lutherans believe and why, come join the class.  

ACTIVITY CENTER- Pastor Nick leads a class. Topic changes, Proverbs is currently being studied.   

YOUTH AND KIDS - SUNDAY SCHOOL includes ages Preschool to age 17. Teachers are Deb Welty, 
Julie O’Brien, Jeannetta Bolin and Tonya Cordt. An opening is held at 10:30 in the back of the Sanctuary 
with music led by Sandy Tope. Lesson and activity is in the Youth Room in the basement.  

Trustees Report 
 

Mowing/edging is on tap for our grounds crew. Gearing up to maintain equipment 
and HVAC filters. 

Sod for the encircle area and remaining plants around the sign have been ordered.  

Second Saturdays having difficulty with tasks.  Stay tuned for updates. Deb Welty 
spearheads that effort in conjunction with trustees.           

The sanctuary A/C replacement has been fully funded through donations. Thx to all 
the faithful members! 

Next (always something)...the water heater in the basement has chosen to spring a leak! Installed in 
2009...Plumber is scheduled to replace Monday, 4/29/24. I will ask for donations when I know the total cost. 
This expense would not have been included in the 2024 work program. 

Thx, Trustees 

   BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH  EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

        

  March Jan. – Mr.  March Jan. – Mr.  

Revenues  $32,641.39 $82,501.21  $24,238.27 $64,169.79  

Expenses  $29,583.92 $78,220.70  $23,536.61 $67,786.61  

Balance  $3,057.47 $4,280.51  $701.66 -$3,616.82  

        

These figures are from the financial report provided by the church’s accountant.  What is  

not included is a large amount of credit card payments that were made by electronic transfer.    

Those bills will be expensed in April’s financials.  A procedure has been put into place so  

that all future electronic payments will be part of the financials.   

Stewardship Report 
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Early Childhood Center Update 
 

We are “this close” to opening the remodeled rooms. We anticipate getting 
them open by the 10th of May. We need to finish some electrical work and 
cabinets, but the biggest thing by far is to get the rooms inspected by the Fire 
Marshall and Kansas Department of Health and Environment wo we can open. 
We have enough Staff now to open the infant room and to take more children 
in our upper-age rooms. 

Please continue to pray for us, and we appreciate your support. Thank you!! 

For Bethany’s Early Childhood Ministry 
Team, Jim Merrick 

Ava Lewis Haley Vinroe 

We had our big circus day, we all had soooo 
much fun!! It was the best day!  

Ava is graduating from 
Clearwater High School and 
has been accepted at 
Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C. Her 
major will be History and 
her goal is to attend Law 
School. Ava was a 

cheerleader at Clearwater, an officer and 
qualified for nationals the last two years with 
FCCLA, involved with NHS, KAYS, and other 
clubs at school. She held a 4.0 all four years, will 
be Valedictorian, and was chosen as the 
Governor's scholar for Clearwater.   

Haley is graduating from 
Kansas University (KU) with 
a degree in Human Biology 
and a degree in Psychology. 
She will be starting the 
Physician’s Assistant (PA) 
program. She is in the 
process of determining which 

institution she will attend for the PA degree. 

Haley is getting married this September -  
September 27th. She is going to be a busy 
woman. Look for more information in the 
coming months. 
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Issues, Etc.: PETER BIBLE STUDY...The Word of the Lord Endures Forever is a daily 15 minute 

Bible study verse-by-verse produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor 
Will Weedon. Pastor Weedon begins a study this week on The Book of 1 Peter. You can listen at your leisure 
at thewordendures.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple HomePod, the LPR mobile app or your favorite 
podcast provider. 

 Bethany's Community Garden  
Our Average Last Frost Date was April 16 and Earth Day 
was April 22. For the month of April the vegetables that 
grow best in cooler temperatures, such as Sugar Snap Peas 

and Irish Potatoes, are in the ground. Now 
it’s up to them to do their thing. The 
cabbage is getting bigger and bigger. As I 
promised flower plants and seeds have 
been purchased. The irises are ready to 
bloom. One more week in April and there 
is a lot to do. How you can help: 
donations, planting, preparing the soil, 
and maintenance. Soon the garden will be 
in its glory, full of life. A gardener is like 

an artist painting a landscape. Keep watching for the wonders God will bless us with.      
 As Always, Vicky Collins 316-771-1207 

Westside UMC Food Pantry, 1313 W Lydia St: We are still collecting non-perishable food items for 
Westside United Methodist’s food pantry. If you would like to donate, place items in the chest on the table in 
the “Donation Hall” or in the large tub just under the table. Food is handed out on Wednesdays, 9:30-11:00am.  

BLESSL(Bethany Lutheran English Studies as a Second Language): We offer free English classes for students 

needing help. Currently, we have openings for more students. If you know of anyone interested please let me 
know. We depend, in part, on the congregation to be our eyes and ears for opportunities which are out there. 
Please help BLESSL grow to its full capacity. As Always, Vicky Collins 316-771-1207 

 Fly Fishing Club On April 24th, Mark, Robert, Doug and Dwan had a day of fishing at Pratt 

Wildlife Lake. The weather started out chilly and windy. Dwan, Mark and Doug caught fish. Robert fished 
with his new reel. Good day it was. Will keep all posted on May activity/meeting. 

Community Garden Compost  Materials 
A. Safe to add to compost: Vegetable peelings and some fruit 
peelings, Used coffee grounds, Used tea bags, Egg shells, Green 
grass clippings (Exception: Lawn treated with weed and crab grass 
killer),  Animal manure, Crushed dead tree leaves, Straw, Coffee 
filters 
B. Do not add to compost: Meat products, 
High fat content such as oils and grease, 
Dairy products, Baked goods, Raw eggs, 
Citrus fruit or peelings (Oranges, Grapefruit, 
Lemons, Limes, etc.), Diseased or pest 
infested plants, Black Walnut, Eucalyptus, 
Oak, or Beech tree leaves, Chemically treated 
yard clippings and other plants. 
If you have any questions contact Vicky 
Collins at (316) 771-1207 
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Lutheran Women in Mission 

Lutheran Women in Mission is the longest existing service group in the LCMS. LWML meets on the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at 4:00pm for a short business meeting and Bible Study from the current LWML 
Quarterly and fellowship. All women are welcome. For more information call Ruth Valdez at . Quilting 
ladies meet on Tuesdays at 10am and on Saturdays at 9am for quilting and fellowship. There have been 85 
quilts finished this year so far. Backpacks are being sewn now also. 

 
Quilters need material, blankets, electric blankets and sheets to be used to 
finish the quilts they make. Thank you for your donations. Talk to Amy 
Salazar or Jenny Colby for more information and where to bring donations.  
 

At the LWML Kansas Biennial convention (attended by Mary 
Morton, Ruth Valdez, Sandy Wise and Marcia Hampton), delegates 
voted on mission projects to be funded for the biennium of 2024-
2026. Unfortunately our submitted proposal for school supplies for 
3 of the closest apartment complexes did not receive enough votes 
to be funded. We will continue to pursue this project in the 
best way we are able to do so. 
LWML will no longer be collecting stamps as that mission 
project has been terminated. Just a reminder that the 
collection of eyeglasses, reading glasses, sunglasses and 
soft glass cases is ongoing. Any of those items may be 
placed in the chest on the table in the “donation hallway” 
across from the church office.  
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 14th, 4:00 pm 
with a short business meeting, Bible Study from the 
LWML Quarterly and fellowship.  All ladies are welcome to join us! 

Have you thought about putting flowers on the altar for a specific Sunday or simply just 
to the Glory of God, but not sure what the procedure is? 

First: there is a flower calendar located on the wall next to the mailboxes. Find a date 
that you would like to provide flowers and write your name and if there is a special 
reason (birthday or anniversary or other reason), add that to your name by the date. Or 
you can call the office and have your information added to the 

calendar. 

Second: Contact Ruth Valdez, LWML President, (316) 213-0177, and let her know if you 
wish to supply the flowers yourself or if you want the church to get the flowers for you. 

Third: If the church provides the flowers for you or if you provide the flowers yourself you 
can either take them home after the service or leave them for the net week’s service. If 
they are left for another week they are stored in the refrigerator in the Sacristy. %PDF-

a few of the banners displayed with the 
theme "Jesus is My Anchor".  

Fellowship News 

       Spring picnic dinner is being planned. Watch for more details.  

       Also still looking for help with Sunday morning  

fellowship set up and clean up. 

Contact Jenny Colby for more information. 

half 



Lutheran Hour Ministries is a Christian outreach ministry supporting churches worldwide in 

its mission of Bringing Christ to the Nations - and the Nations to the Church. Lutheran Hour Ministries 
produces Christian radio and TV programming for broadcast as well as Internet and print communications, 
dramas, music, and outreach materials, to reach the unchurched in more than 30 countries. LHM’s flagship 
program, The Lutheran Hour, is the world’s longest-running Christian outreach radio program. It airs 
weekly on nearly 1,800 stations. Tune in locally Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM (1070AM) or 9:00 AM 
(88.7AM). For more information, visit www.lhm.org or call 1-800-876-9880. 
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Have had the opportunity to engage thousands of students with the Gospel of 
Jesus and opportunities to grow in faith and Christian community! Call for more 
information: 316-684-5224 / 3815 E. 17th St. N. / Wichita, KS 67208 Learn 
more at www.fairmountministries.org.  
The “College Age Bible Study” meets every Tuesday from 7:00-8:30pm at 
Fairmount Ministries. The “Young Adults” group meets biweekly on Sundays 
from 6:00 to 7:00pm at Fairmount Ministries. T.O.T. (Theology On Tap) meets 

once a month from 6:00-8:00pm at Old School Tap House, 210 E. Kechi Road, Kechi, Ks 67267.   
The Fairmount Coffee Co.(Coffee House) has at the entrance a “Blessing Box” where people can donate and 
take food items. Fairmount is asking for the following food items to be donated if you are willing and able: 
granola bars, individual fruit cups, cereal, and snack mixes. The café is also introducing new spring coffees. If 
you have never tried their fare, Spring is here so give it a try. 

Southwest Neighborhood Association meets the fourth Tuesday of the month, 7pm at Bethany. 
We look forward to seeing you and bring a neighbor or two. There is plenty of room. More 
information: contact Darlene Nuse         www.southwichta.com      

Concordia Academy-Wichita 909 S Market St Wichita, KS 67211 

www.concordiaacademywichita.org,  a 9th-12th grade Lutheran Liberal Arts High School is located 

in the heart of Wichita. Uncompromisingly Classical, Intentionally Christian, Particularly Lutheran  

Our children: Taken from a Facebook post (thanks to Laurie Carrell): 

Don’t feel sorry for or fear for your kids/grandkids because the world they are going to grow up in is not what 
it used to be. God created them and called them for the exact moment in time that they’re in. Their life wasn’t 
a coincidence or an accident. Raise them up to know the power they walk in as children of God. Train them 
up in the authority of His Word. Teach them to walk in faith knowing that God is in control.  

Empower them to know they can change the world. Don’t teach them to be fearful and disheartened by the 
state of the world but hopeful that they can do something about it. Every person in all of history has been 
placed in the time that they were in because of God’s sovereign plan. He knew Daniel could handle the lions 
den. He knew David could handle Goliath. He knew Esther could handle Haman. He 
knew Peter could handle persecution. He knows that your child can handle whatever 
challenge they face in their life. He created them specifically for it!  

Don’t be scared for your children, but be honored that God chose YOU to parent/
grandparent the generation that is facing the biggest challenges of our lifetime. Rise 
up to the challenge. Raise Daniels, Davids, Esthers and Peters! God isn’t scratching 
His head wondering what He’s going to do with this mess of a world. He has an army 
He’s raising up to drive back the darkness and make Him known all over the earth. 
Don’t let your fear steal the greatness God placed in them.  

I know it’s hard to imagine them as anything besides our sweet little babies, and we 
just want to protect them from anything that could ever be hard on them, but they 
were born for such a time as this.  





Bethany Lutheran Church and School 

1000 W 26th St. South 

Wichita, KS 67217 

Like us on Facebook! 
Bethany Lutheran 
Church & Early  
Childhood Center 

Sunday Mornings 

Service at 9:00 AM  
(also online: Facebook Live) 

 Fellowship time:  
10:00AM to 10:30AM 

 Sunday School/Bible Study  
10:30AM to 11:30AM 

Church Office Hours 

Open: 8:30am 

Closed for Lunch: 12:00 - 1:00p.m. 

Closed: 5:00 p.m. 

May 5th 

Sign Dedication 

ECC Open House and 
Room Blessing 

May 26 

May 12 

May 27 


