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Last month, our HVAC contractor notified us that the Narthex air conditioner 
was on its last legs and would cost nearly $10,000 to replace.  With that hanging over 
us, the Trustees determined that the water line that feeds the Kitchen and East     
Restrooms was leaking badly and would need to be replaced at a cost of over 
$10,000. 

I learned many things during my time at Concordia Seminary – St. Louis.  But 
before I even graduated, I started a journal of “Things Seminary Never Taught Me’.  
After ten years, the list just keeps growing.  One of those situations is how to ask the 
Congregation for $20,000.  My only recourse was to pray: “Lord, give me the wisdom 
how to navigate this”. 

To no one’s surprise, prayer works and our faithful Congregation raised over 
$15,000 in a few short weeks.  The water line was replaced and paid for and we only 

need to come up with (at the time I’m writing this) 
$4,200 to cover the remaining cost of the Narthex air 
conditioner replacement. 

One thing, however, that Seminary did teach me was 
about leading a Sunday morning Bible class.  Starting 
Sunday, September 13, all three adult Bible classes will 
meet together in the Activity Center to begin a new 
study on “The Books of Moses”.  After going over some 
of the introductory stuff, all three classes will resume 
meeting separately for the next two months.  Each class 
will be going over the same material, but by meeting in 
smaller groups, the goal is to allow for more questions 
and better discussion.   

The reason Robert B, Mark D, and I chose “The Books of 
Moses” is two-fold.  2 Timothy 3:16 tells us: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is   
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,”.  Within that, 
is the need to see how every verse from Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21 tells us 
about God’s love story to us through His Son, Jesus Christ.  The goal is to examine 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy (“The Books of Moses”) and 
see all the connections that point to Jesus and how all 783,137 words of Scripture are 
part of one single message. 

One hour a week won’t give any of us a complete mastery of the truth        
revealed in God’s Word.  But the hope is that it will be a spark to encourage more 
individual study and a stronger desire to dig into every word that God has given us.  If 
you don’t normally attend Bible class on Sunday morning, I’d encourage you to     
consider being a part of this new study beginning September 13th.  Every day is a 
good day to gather around the Word. 

Yours along the journey, 
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Women’s Bible Study: meets on the 1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month at 7:00 pm 

in the Library. The study is Donna Snow’s  “Unshakable”.  Currently studying Gideon. Ask 
Jenny Colby or Doris Cannon for more information.  

Seniors’ Activities: Breakfast: Meets on the 3rd Wednesday at 9:00am at Country Café, 2804 S. 

Seneca. Walking and Talking Group: Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays: 1:00-2:00pm, in the Activity 
Center. Join us for exercise and fellowship. Playing Games meets on Wednesdays 1:30-3:30. Come and enjoy 
games and fellowship. 

Pastoral Visits and Contact: Pastor Nick Cordt is delighted to visit: to get acquainted, have 

devotion and prayer, and talk and pray over matters of concern in life. Please, feel free to contact the church 
office between 9:00am and 5:00pm, Monday through Friday, to arrange a day and time to do so. If Pastor is 
not available at the time you call, leave a message with the office secretary, Julie, or send an email 
pastornick@bethanylutheranwichita.org 

1st & 3rd Thursdays, 9:00am at the church. In the Library. For more information, contact Curtis 
Tucker (316-942-5060) . 

Sunday Mornings: Service: 9:00AM  Fellowship Time: 10:00 to 10:30AM   

Sunday School/Bible Study 10:30-11:30AM 
 

LIBRARY:  Robert Bolin leads a study teaching from the book of Romans. 
MEET & EAT ROOM– Mark Dehncke leads a study. Currently studying the Bible starting with Genesis.  
ACTIVITY CENTER- Pastor Nick leads a class. Currently studying “The Chosen”   
YOUTH AND KIDS - SUNDAY SCHOOL includes ages Preschool to age 18. Teachers are Julie 
O’Brien, Jeannetta Bolin and Tonya Cordt. Class will be held downstairs in the Youth Room. Call Julie 
O’Brien (316) 617-0265 for more information. 

Birthdays 

Sidney Wise 9/2 
Dean Lang 9/7 
Sidney Schrahl 9/7 
Dale Moore 9/13 
Larry Moore 9/15 
Jim Merrick 9/19 
Jordyn LaRouche 9/19 
Vergene Fromm 9/22 
Lois Brockmeyer 9/24 
David Funke 9/25 
Mark Dehncke 9/25 

Amy Salazar 9/26 

Anniversaries Date Years 

Bruce & Regina Kester 9/2 48 
Billie & Vergene Fromm 9/4 62 
Robert & Pam Zindel 9/20 40 
Jim & Leona Merrick 9/21 47 

Baptisms 

Dwan Welty 9/1 
Axel Miller 9/24 
Elaine Stark 9/28 
Dean Lang   9/29 



          September           October 

        6:   Robert & Barb Ohmie        4:   Amy Salazar 
      13:   Mike & Judy Parmenter      11:   Ron Schaefer 
     20:   Steve & Vicki Pasewark      18:   Joni Schrahl 
      27:   Linda Puls          25:   Melanie Schreffler 
   

Head Usher – Alan Keimig 

    September       October 
 Roger Obermueller   David Funke 
 Curtis Tucker     Bruce Kester 
 Larry Moore     Doug Meyer 

  September           October 
    6:   Richard Vinroe / Mark Welty       4:   Mike Parmenter / Robert Ohmie  
  13:   Mike Parmenter / Robert Ohmie   11:   Robert Bolin / Jim Merrick 
  20:   Robert Bolin / Jim Merrick     18:   Richard Vinroe / Mark Welty 
  27:   Richard Vinroe / Mark Welty    25:   Mike Parmenter / Robert Ohmie 
  

You are the first point of contact for our guests! Welcome them by smiling. If this is their first visit to our church, thank them for 
joining us in worship. Alert one of our ushers that they are first time visitors so that any questions regarding our service can be 
answered. If you cannot be greeter on the Sunday you are scheduled, please talk to Doris Cannon and she will contact someone else. 
If you would prefer not to be a greeter, please tell Doris.  

There is a lot of behind the scenes work that is done for our worship services, Bible Studies, Children’s 
and Youth Ministries, greeters, ushers, altar guild, music ministry, and so many more ministries that we 
need help with. Most of these do not take much time out of our busy schedules to be part of. Is God 
calling you to be part of something but you don’t know where to start? Be an usher! Prepare the 
communion! These are very important jobs that only require a little bit of you. Please contact an elder 
listed in this newsletter to see where YOU can be of service to God’s kingdom. 

Greeters 
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If you cannot be usher on the 
Sunday/month you have been 
assigned, please talk to Alan 
Keimig. If you would prefer not 
to be an usher, please tell Doris 
Cannon. Or if you would like to 
be an usher and you’re not on 
the list, contact Doris. 

Children’s Sunday School Teaching Schedule 

Altar Guild 
                                    Fill                                                     Cleanup 
Sept 6 & Oct 4   Margaret Baldridge & Marcia Hampton Julie O’Brien 
Sept 13 & Oct 11  Mable Moore          Vicki Pasewark 
Sept 20 & Oct 18  Amy Salazar          Barb Ohmie & Linda Firsching 
Sept 27 & Oct 25  Doris Cannon          Rhonda Dehncke & Vivian Mailly 
 
Anyone who would like to help with Altar Guild, please contact Doris Cannon.  

Opening in the back of 
the Sanctuary / Lesson 
and Activity time 
following in the Youth 
room in basement or 
Classroom One 

6-Sep Jeanetta Bolin 4-Oct Tonya Cordt 
13-Sep Tonya Cordt 11-Oct Julie Obrien 
20-Sep Julie Obrien 18-Oct Jeanetta Bolin 
27-Sep Jeanetta Bolin 25-Oct Tonya Cordt 
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Trustees Report 
Bethany… 
September notes… 
A huge thank you for your patience re: the water service repair!  It is complete! 
Also, for the blessed response to fund that expense! 
We are still receiving donations to fund the A/C replacement. 
That is scheduled for 9-9-26. 
Pray the unit holds on for that date! 
Not much else to report!  
Thx, 
Trustees 

 

Stewardship 
Report  

 

July 2026 

Financial Report 

 

 Bethany Lutheran Church     Early Childhood Center 

 July Year To Date  July Year To Date 

Revenues $32,407.20 $186,913.52  $41,565.73 $272,490.30 

Expenses $22,223.83 $163,663.67  $35,884.18 $274,379.74 

Balance $10,183.37 $23,249.85  $5,681.55 -$1,889.44 

      

BALANCE FOR THE ENTIRE CHURCH $21,360.41   

      

On August 20th , after all transactions cleared,  the church owed the Designated  

Funds $5,538.71.       
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Early Childhood Center 
 

Well, we just got through our annual enrollment challenge here 
in our Early Childhood Center, and we came out "okay" for 
now.  Every year at this time, our oldest group of children 
graduate Daycare to go on to Kindergarten, and older kids in 
families go back to school, and parents' schedules sometimes 
change, so families find that their needs for child daycare 
change somewhat.  We always lose some kids at the end of 
August while we bring in some new ones.  This year it was like 
10 kids out but 5 new kids in for us.  So, our current enrollment 

is down a bit:  We now have a total of 38 children enrolled (it had been 44 a month ago) with 1 
infant pending for the first of the new year.    
 

Yes, this time of year is always a "shake out" for enrollment, with enrollment picking up a 
little after the new school year starts for families' older kids.  We continue to follow up on 
telephone or online inquiries, looking to find new families to bring in.  Word-of-mouth is 
traditionally the biggest advertisement in the daycare industry.  If you know anyone who needs 
daycare, please tell them about us.  Of course, we are listed with Kansas DCF, Child Care 
Aware, and the USAF as a trusted provider, so families can find us through those 
services.  Please continue to pray that new enrollment will be brought to us. 
 

On a personal note, you know it's really great to belong to a Church that has a mission in the 
community.  Our mission here at Bethany is to bring the Word of God to little kids who may 
or may not be exposed to it otherwise. We all know Jesus gave us the "Great Commission" (as 
recorded in Matthew 28) to carry out as our purpose as His Church in this world, and if you're 
like me you have surely wondered how you can do as He commanded us.  Well, we have a 
fine way of doing what He told us to, right here in our Daycare.  We bring in kids to our 
Daycare from all over the community outside our Church, and while some come from 
Christian families, some do not.  What a great way to start planting some seeds for Jesus!  We 
do not just babysit kids here, no -- we TEACH them, using a curriculum, and our curriculum 
has the basics of the Word of God baked right in.  For some of these kids we are entrusted 
with, this is their first exposure to God's Gospel.  Here, we have to remember and take to heart 
Jesus' "Parable of the Sower" (Mathew 13, Mark 4, Luke 8) -- Jesus wants us to spread the 
seed which is His word, not knowing where it will fall.  It is our Christian duty to spread the 
Word...God's Holy Spirit will make it work where and when and how He wills it to.   We never 
know ahead of time who it will take root in.  That's why we have to keep sowing the seed... 
 

So, belonging to a Church that does this is a powerful thing.  Not all churches try to reach out 
to the community.  Many churches seem to exist just to serve the people who are there.  That's 
a comfortable thing for a lot of people, I understand:  The church takes care of them, and they 
take care of the church...it's easy and affordable and comfortable.  Well, that, my friend, is 
a DEAD church.  That is clearly not a church that is living for Jesus, doing what He 
commanded us to do for Him.  I am glad that we have people here at Bethany who hear the 
call of Jesus to DO something, and they answer His call:  They support our Early Childhood 
Center.  It's a mission.  A mission for Jesus.  I am very thankful to be a part of this mission! 
 
As always, we thank you for your support, and we ask that you keep praying for us. 
For Bethany's Early Childhood Ministry Team; Jim Merrick 
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Lutheran Hour Ministries is a Christian outreach ministry supporting churches worldwide in 

its mission of Bringing Christ to the Nations - and the Nations to the Church. Lutheran Hour Ministries 
produces Christian radio and TV programming for broadcast as well as Internet and print communications, 
dramas, music, and outreach materials, to reach the unchurched in more than 30 countries. LHM’s flagship 
program, The Lutheran Hour, is the world’s longest-running Christian outreach radio program. It airs 
weekly on nearly 1,800 stations. Tune in locally Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM (1070AM) or 9:00 AM 
(88.7FM). For more information, visit www.lhm.org or call 1-800-876-9880. 

Address: 3815 E. 17th St. N., Wichita, KS 67208, Phone: 316
-684-5224 www.fairmountministries.org   
info@fairmountministries.org  

Groups, Bible Studies, and Events Fairmount is a place for 
anyone and everyone. We walk with our community, 
encouraging them as Christ encourages us (Psalm 90:17), 
build one another up (Romans 15:5), and carry each other’s 
burdens (Galatians 6:2). It is our role as the Holy Spirit has 

empowered all Christians as members of the royal priesthood: “But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you 
out of darkness into His wonderful light”. (1 Peter 2:9). We would love to meet you! There are a couple of 
ways to connect with us. You can call us or drop us an email: 316-684-5224       info@fairmountministries.org 

Established in 1959, Fairmount Ministries, originally known as University Lutheran Center, has seen a lot of 
changes and has operated under a handful of names. With all the changes, one thing remains constant...our call 
as an organization to share the love of Jesus Christ! 

Young Adult Bible Group: 6:45pm Tuesdays @Farimount:meeting. This summer we are discussing sharing 
the faith in an ever-changing world. Also this summer, the Young Adult Bible Group will be having movie 
night each Monday at 5:30.  Faith on Tap meets on the 3rd Sunday of the month from 6-8pm at Old School 
Tap House, 210 E. Kechi Road, Kechi, KS. Fairmount Coffee Co is open 6 days a week! Enjoy a cozy cup 
and yummy food M-F 7am-7pm & Saturday 8am-5pm. Your patronage supports our mission so that more 
people come to know Jesus!  SAVE the DATE: “The Gathering” October 15th.     Thank you!  

Westside UMC Food Pantry 1313 W Lydia St. We are still collecting non-

perishable food items for Westside United Methodist’s food pantry. If you would like to 
donate, place items in the chest on the table in the “Donation Hall” or in the large tub just 
under the table. Food is handed out at Westside Church on Wednesdays, 9:30-11:00am. 

Southwest Neighborhood Association meets the fourth Tuesday of the month, 7pm at 

Bethany except November and December. We look forward to seeing you and bring a 

neighbor or two. There is plenty of room.  Contact Darlene Nuse for more information. 

Book of the Month: From Shame 

to Glory: God's Surprising Remedy for 
Injustice and Failure by John Kleinig 
Break free from the burden of shame and 
find true hope in the Gospel. 

Shame lurks in plain sight, affecting everyone yet rarely understood or even named. 
Unlike guilt, which calls for confession, shame strikes at your very identity—leaving 
you feeling exposed, diminished, and unworthy. 
In this careful exploration, theologian John Kleinig unveils what Scripture reveals about 
shame: its origins in the Fall, its devastating social and spiritual impact, and God's 
astonishing solution through Christ. 

mailto:info@fairmountministries.org
mailto:info@fairmountministries.org
https://www.cph.org/m-154-john-kleinig
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Lutheran Women in Mission 

 

September 19th  

6:30pm 

 
 

 

 

Ruling of the Heart is a 2018 drama film about a strict judge 

who learns the balance between justice and mercy after 

getting stranded in a café during a snowstorm. 

SEPEMBER 8 will be the next LWML regular meeting, beginning at 4:00 pm in the 
Library.  All ladies of the congregation are always invited to attend.  We would love to see you 
there for the meeting and Christian fellowship. 
THERE ARE STILL summer issues of the LWML quarterly available on the table in the 
Narthex, as well MITE Boxes for you to pick up and use.  The MITE boxes help with all of 
LWML ongoing projects. 
THE EYEGLASS CHEST IS EMPTY AGAIN.  If you happen to have eyeglasses or reading 
glasses you no longer need, simply drop them in the chest and they will be forwarded to 
MOST Ministries to share with those who are in need. 
LWML Fall Event will be held on Saturday, September 26 at Ascension Lutheran, Wichita, 

Tyler Campus.  More information will follow in Sunday Newsnotes as received. 

QUILTING GROUP meets on Tuesday and Saturday, 10:00-
12:00 in quilting room, the last room in west hall past the 
daycare rooms. So far, since October, they have finished 135 
quilts. Thank you for all the school kit items. We were able to 
put together 102 school kits. 
Also working on Sewing Kits, Health kits and Baby kits. All 
are sent to Lutheran World Relief  and are picked up in 
October each year. Here are some things we need to finish 
these kits: 
• Large Bath Towels, Dark 
• Hand Towels, Dark 
• Baby Socks 
• Small Knit Baby Hats 

Quilt of the Month 
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Fly Fishing Club   
Our August meeting was at Dwan and Linda’s house for a fish fry.  Fish came from Lake 
Texoma and were stripers. Long John Silvers be jealous. 
Our September outing is still in the works. 
If interested in joining our group talk to Doug, Mark, Robert, Steve, Alan or Dwan. 
Keep fishing and smiling! 

Bethany's Garden.  Where Flowers and People Bloom!!  
The month of August is mainly about keeping plants producing in extreme heat. Using shade cloth above the 
plants lowers the temperatures by ten to fifteen degrees under the cloth. Using straw 
around the base of plants will help too. It is time to plant the fall garden. I am planting 
cabbage, kohlrabi, kale, cauliflower, and Broccoli. These vegetables like cooler 
temperatures and can survive a frost. The okra is producing the most. The origin of 
okra was in East Africa. Ancient Egyptians along the Nile River 
valley by at least the 12th century BC. 
The enslaved Africans brought okra 
by hiding them in their hair and 
clothes. The plants thrived in the hot, 
humid climate of the American South, 
becoming a foundational ingredient in 
dishes like gumbo. Okra is among the 
most heat and drought-tolerate. The 
flowers are one to three inches 
in diameter with five white to 
yellow petals often with a red 
or purple spot at the base. 
Okra is related to cotton, 
cocoa, and Hibiscus flowers. 
Okra flowers are my favorite 
type of flower.  

Vicky Collins. 316-771-1207 

 

Fried Okra     Prep Time: 15 mins Cook Time:15 mins Total Time: 30 mins 

Servings: 4 

Ingredients 

Yields 4 servings 

-10 pods okra, sliced in ¼-inch pieces 

-1 egg, beaten , -1 cup cornmeal,  -¼ teaspoon salt 

-¼ teaspoon ground black pepper,  ½ cup vegetable oil 

Directions 

-Soak okra in beaten egg in a small bowl for 5 to 10 minutes. 

-Combine cornmeal, salt, and pepper in a medium bowl.  

-Heat oil in a large skillet over medium-high heat. -Dredge okra in the cornmeal mixture, coating evenly.  

-Carefully place okra in hot oil; stir continuously.  

-Reduce heat to medium when okra first starts to brown, and cook until golden.  

Okra blooming 

Kale 

Rosemary herb 

Young cabbage plants.  

Basil herb interplanted with 

tomato plant. Some 

gardeners say basil plants 

and tomato plants grow well 

next to each other  

Holy Basil 





Bethany Lutheran Church and School 

1000 W 26th St. South 

Wichita, KS 67217 

Like us on Facebook! 
Bethany Lutheran 
Church & Early  
Childhood Center 

Sunday Mornings 

Service at 9:00 AM  
(also online: Facebook Live, YouTube) 

 Fellowship time:  
10:00AM to 10:30AM 

 Sunday School/Bible Study  
10:30AM to 11:30AM 

Church Office Hours 

Open: 8:30am 

Closed for Lunch: 12:00 - 1:00p.m. 

Closed: 5:00 p.m. 

Sept. 7 

Sept. 22 
Sept. 13 

Sept 19, pg 7 


